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mind, and the most invincible perseverance. But it was hopeless
to attempt to abrogate the penal laws against the Jews so long
as the more powerful bodies of Dissenters and Roman Catholics
were labouring under similar exclusions. Still the grievance of
which tke Jews had so long complained of, being deprived of the
benefit of a University education, was felt to be so intolerable as-
to demand an immediate remedy. The poet, Thomas Campbell,
had suggested the idea of starting a university apart from theo-
logy and every kind of religious test, and Mr. Groldsmid seized
with delight the suggestion. He devoted to the project a con-
siderable sum, and engaged in the undertaking the powerful
support of Brougham, Hume, Warburton, and other advanced
Liberals. Hence the establishment, of University College, which
has exercised an appreciable influence on the progress of eduea-
tian; and to it may be traced the larger views and the wider
sympathies that have since found their way into the chartered
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. Before the foundation of
University College no career was open to the aspiring Israelite
but that of commerce; and the mental superiority which that race
has displayed ever since a field has been afforded it excites a
feeling of regret that many a powerful intellect amongst the Jews
should have been suffered to stagnate during ages of exclusive-
ness, for lack of opportunity for cultivation.

Jewish hope revived in 1828, when Lord John Eussell carried
through the House of Commons the repeal of the Test and
Corporations Acts, but the Episcopal Bench in the House of
Lords would pass the Bill only on the condition of the insertion
of the words, " On the true faith of a Christian," as a part of the
declaration on acceptance of office. The passing of the Eoman
Catholic Relief Bill in 1829, renewed the hope of the Jews
that their complete emancipation was at hand. But preliminary
measures had to precede its realization.

In 1847 the election of David Salomons as Alderman of the
City led to the passing of an Act enabling him and others of
his faith elected to muncipal office to omit from the required
declaration words which they could not conscientiously subscribe.
Soon followed the election of Baron Lionel de Eothschild as
member for the City of London, and then the question of the
complete emancipation of the Jews was brought within the range
of practical politics. For eleven long years a contest was main-
tained on this question between the two Houses of Parliament;
but in 1858 it was settled by a proposal of compromise made by
the Earl of Lucan, and the last of the civil disabilities which had
so long stained the statute book was removed.

During   the   last   quarter   of   a   century  the   Anglo-Jewish